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The Milwaukee School of Engineering (MSOE) Senior Design Scholars Program, sponsored by 
American Family Insurance, is designed specifically for prospective MSOE admits, who, during 
the final term of their senior year in high school, want to experience collegiate academic life as a 
member of an MSOE  Senior Design Team. The high school admits (a.k.a. Senior Design Scholars) 
work alongside college senior engineering students on an undergraduate capstone 
project/experience to address a real-world challenge; together, they define a design problem, 
identify several alternative solutions, and develop a project plan to evaluate the possible 
solutions and solve the problem. At the end of the design project, Scholars and their teams 
present their complete work to friends and family, faculty and staff, community partners, and 
corporate sponsors at the University's Senior Design Project Showcase.  

The primary purpose of the MSOE Senior Design Scholars Program is to give graduating high 
school students exposure to STEM majors in a college academic setting, provide mentoring 
experiences and opportunities that enhance program participants' leadership, team building, 
cross-cultural communication, and analytical skills in STEM—Science, Engineering, Technology, 
and Math (includes business and nursing).  Program participation is by application, and up to ten 
Scholars are selected each year.  Scholars are not obligated to enroll at MSOE. 

How does a Senior Design Scholar contribute to a Senior Design Team? 

A Senior design Scholar is a member of an MSOE senior design team. The Scholar primarily 

assists the team leader with project management tasks—don't worry, the tasks speak to a 

Scholar's interests, unique skills and abilities, work experience, and academic preparation. 

Additionally, Scholars contribute to their team's project showcase (e.g., participating in the 

team's presentation at the University's Senior Design Project Showcase and/or having a 

significant part in constructing their team's showcase presentation).  

What are the monetary benefits of being a Senior Design Scholar? 

Senior Design Scholars will receive a $55 weekly per diem (up to $500 for full-program 
participation) and a $1,000 MSOE American Family Insurance Award (given for program 
completion and enrollment at MSOE). 

 

https://www.msoe.edu/academics/senior-project-showcase/supporting-senior-projects/
https://www.msoe.edu/academics/senior-project-showcase/supporting-senior-projects/
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What is the expected time commitment for a Senior Design Scholar? 

·       Program Commitment:            Beginning March 21 – May 27 

·       Scholar Weekly Commitment:  up to 5 hours per week 

·       Meeting Days:     TBD—meeting dates and times are  
based on the student’s schedule and team 
assignment--all coordinated during the first two 
weeks in March and in consultation with MSOE's 
Campus Inclusion and Outreach Coordinator, Senior 
Design Project Faculty Coordinator, and student’s 
high school guidance counselor.    

Why is MSOE’s Senior Design Scholars Program a unique experience and a 

fantastic opportunity?  

• Scholars are among a select few first-year college students (at MSOE or elsewhere) who will 

have participated in a senior-level, undergraduate engineering capstone course while still in 

high school. 

• Scholars are introduced to and mentored by college engineering students, MSOE faculty 

advisors, staff, and local business and organizational leaders.  

• Scholars gain first-hand "real-world" experience working on an engineering design team 

sponsored by a corporate partner or non-profit organization. 

• Scholars enhance their leadership, team building, cross-cultural communication skills and are 

more knowledgeable about STEM and the essential skills for academic success in college, 

particularly at MSOE. 

 

 




