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YOUR impact at MSOE

The impact of gifts to Milwaukee School of Engineering is as far-
reaching and varied as the students and community we serve. This 
report highlights the importance of philanthropy at MSOE for fiscal 
year 2020–21—which has been more significant than ever as we 
came together to successfully navigate the ever-changing landscape 
of a global pandemic.

Private philanthropy from individuals and gifts from corporate 
partners and foundations are critical to ensuring the education of 
our students and providing a source of funding that supports the 
future of MSOE. 

Gifts to MSOE directly impact the lives of our students and support 
scholarships and valuable resources for our programs both inside 
and outside the classroom. We are grateful to the many donors who 
supported Milwaukee School of Engineering this year. I hope you 
enjoy seeing how philanthropy to MSOE made a transformative 
difference on our campus and an indelible mark on the students  
we serve.

Sincerely,

John Y. Walz
President

To view a list of all MSOE Donors for Fiscal Year 20-21 visit msoe.edu/impact



IMPACT IS ... 

CHANGING 
THE WORLD



I feel we are put on this planet to learn, to  
grow and to give back to the next generation 
that comes along,” said Dr. Bernie Cohen ’71, 
MSOE Regent.

As demonstrated through his dedication to his patients 
and staff at Neurological Monitoring Associates LLC, his 
decades of global humanitarian work, and his 38 years of 
philanthropic support to countless areas within MSOE, the 
immense impact Cohen has made and continues to make  
on MSOE students knows no bounds. 

Growing up, Cohen was fascinated by the intricacies of radio 
communications. When his parents pushed him to go to 
college, he chose a school and moved to Iowa. While there  
he met someone who worked for the State Patrol radio  
tower and learned about the equipment.  

He next enrolled at MSOE as an electrical engineering major. 
But when he met professor and mentor Dr. Vincent Canino, 
he discovered a new passion: biomedical engineering. Canino 
was on the cutting edge of the new profession.

“I remember Dr. Canino saying there is a new field of study 
developing. ‘We don’t have a program at MSOE yet, but I 
think it might be something you’d be interested in.’” Canino 
advised Cohen on what courses to take, and the focus 
of his senior design project was cardiac catheterization. 

“ After graduation, Cohen furthered his education and 
completed his master’s degree in electrical and biomedical 
engineering and earned a Ph.D. in biomedical engineering 
and neurophysiology.

After years of consulting and research work, Cohen was 
recruited to work at the Medical College of Wisconsin. 
He opened his own private practice in 1983: Neurological 
Monitoring Associates LLC. Since then, Cohen’s career has 
been devoted to research involving analysis of electrical 
activity of the brain and nervous system. His company  
has found success providing expert neurophysiology to  
patients undergoing high-risk surgeries in the eastern  
half of Wisconsin.

The support Cohen received from Canino is one of the 
driving forces behind his commitment to MSOE. In 2007 
Cohen set up the Vincent R. Canino Biomedical Engineering 
Senior Award, an endowed scholarship awarded annually to 
an outstanding biomedical engineering senior.

In 2019 Cohen pitched the idea to Dr. Walz of setting up 
a lab where nursing and biomedical engineering students 
could perform cadaver dissections. The result was gifting the 
university an Anatomage Table. The virtual dissection table 
helps biomedical engineering and nursing students learn 
more about the human anatomy. CHANGING 

THE WORLD

(Above) Dr. Vincent Canino, professor of electrical 
engineering at MSOE (1965–2008), founded the 
biomedical engineering program in 1971.



“Over the years, Dr. Cohen has not only provided tremendous 
insight for the biomedical engineering program as a member 
of its Industrial Advisory Committee, but he also has 
demonstrated a great passion for providing an enriching 
experience for our students,” said Dr. Jeffery LaMack ’97, 
associate professor and biomedical engineering program 
director.

Cohen also supports MSOE’s servant-leadership programs, 
specifically centered around global humanitarian efforts. 
He had been involved in projects in the U.S. and overseas 
that brought medical care to populations living in poor and 
underserved communities. Today, he makes it a priority to 
travel each year with MSOE faculty and students as part of 
MSOE Global Brigades.



ANYTHING I can do  
to give back, whether  
it’s to current students  
or people in the world,  
I will always try my  
best to do.

“

” —Bernie Cohen

“I think it’s important MSOE students understand they have a 
gift in their education and there is an obligation to pass that 
knowledge on to help others.”

Cohen recalls one trip to Honduras where he and the group 
helped a mother save her jaundiced baby. “I told the mother 
to sit under the tree and let the filtered light hit the baby.” 
Shortly after, the week-old infant turned a healthy pink shade.

“She was crying, ‘You saved my baby; you saved my baby.’ 
Then I started crying. She asked me what my name was. I 
said Bernie. So, she proceeded to tell me she would name  
her son Bernie.”

Moments like these are one of the main reasons he 
established the Cohen Global Humanitarian Fund at MSOE, 
which provides support for students to travel on these 
missions and to help fund their health science projects.

“Bernie has done, and continues to do, so much for 
our institution—traveling with students on a trip to an 
impoverished part of the world, providing a virtual cadaver 
inside the Cohen Human Machine Lab, mentoring students 
in the life sciences field, and helping MSOE become part of 
a global network of institutions focused on bioethics. His 
enormous kindness and generosity will impact generations  
of our students,” said Dr. John Walz, MSOE president.



The Robert Spitzer Dining Commons opens to students, faculty and staff for  
the academic year. The newly renovated space serves a wider variety of  
food in a reimagined space designed to create opportunities for the campus  
to gather and collaborate. The $7.5 million project was privately funded.

For the first time, MSOE 
participates in Giving 
Tuesday, a global day of 
giving, raising $19,625 in 24 
hours to support the Student 
Veterans Organization, 
Diversity & Inclusion, and 
Health and Counseling 
Services on campus.

The Ruehlow Nursing Complex expansion 
opens for the 2020-21 academic year. 
Thanks to a generous gift from Regent 
Kathy Ruehlow ’72, the expansion 
includes a new simulation lab, additional 
lab spaces and expanded study and 
collaboration spaces. 

Philanthropic Milestones for MSOE
Fiscal Year 2020-21 

AUG. SEPT.JULY OCT. NOV.

Alumni and friends helped raise 
$229,544 for student scholarships 
at MSOE’s President’s and  
Regents’ Golf Outings.



MSOE hosts its first Faculty and 
Staff fundraising campaign. More 
than 46% of the campus community 
made a gift, raising over $86,000 to 
support our students.

The Office of University  
Advancement total 
fundraising in FY20-21 
was $25.5 million,  
surpassing our goal of 
$24.25 by over 1 million 
dollars. 

*Total fundraising = cash gifts and 
documented pledges.

April 22 the university 
held its fourth annual 
MSOE Giving Day, 
raising $347,668 from 
340 alumni and friends 
in just 24 hours. 

MARCH DEC. JUNEJAN. MAY

The transformation of Roy W. Johnson 
Residence Hall (RWJ) into Hermann 
Viets Tower, MSOE’s first living-learning 
community begins. The entire renovation 
was made possible through private 
philanthropy. 

Thanks to generous gifts from  
We Energies, Rockwell 
Automation, American Family 
Insurance, Northwestern Mutual, 
Milwaukee Tool and Scott and 
Linda Haag, the WE Energies 
STEM Center opened its doors. 
The center will serve thousands 
of K-12 students from Milwaukee 
and southeastern Wisconsin with 
unique educational opportunities 
in science, technology, 
engineering and math. 

APRILFEB.



FUELING  
THE FUTURE

IMPACT IS ... 

Legos, tools, old car motors—
you name it—there was always 
something around Peter Holtzen’s 
150-year-old family home in Delafield, 
Wisconsin, that he wanted to learn 
more about. “I grew up in what most 
would call a ‘do-it-yourself’ family 
environment,” he said. “I could always 
find something that needed to be fixed 
up. I enjoy figuring out how things work 
and, more importantly, how I can make 
them better.”

When Holtzen realized an engineering 
career would allow him to build and 
repair things for a living, he was 
hooked. After attending one semester 
at the University of Nebraska, he 
transferred to MSOE because of the 
university’s ties to great manufacturing 
firms, career placement rate and 
hands-on learning opportunities. 

Holtzen is a recipient of MSOE 
scholarships, including the Gerald C. 

Ruehlow ’66, ’69 Scholarship  
and the Raymond G. and Louella  
Brown Scholarship. 

He says this critical financial support 
has allowed him to excel in his classes 
and further pursue his passion for 
robotics. The mechanical engineering 
junior has made the Dean’s List 
with High Honors, is an intern at 
Generac Power Systems, and serves 
as a research assistant for Dr. Brian 
Slaboch, an assistant professor in the 
Mechanical Engineering Department.

Both Slaboch and Holtzen recently 
were recognized for their work on a 
reconfigurable mechanism that allows 
for expanded motion of robots with 
fewer to the same amount of motors. 
They presented their ideas at IDETC-
CIE 2021, an international design 
engineering technical conference. 

“Working with Dr. Slaboch has  
been such a wonderful experience. I  

am proud I was able work on this 
project and receive recognition from 
industry peers.”

Holtzen is already excited for what 
the future may hold. “I hope whatever 
engineering job I end up serving, I 
can improve the lives of others and 
increase efficiency and environmental 
preservation through technology.” 

Most importantly, he knows that dream 
would not have been possible without 
the generous support of MSOE alumni 
and donors.

Thank you all for your 
generosity and for supporting 
future generations, like 
me. You have given me the 
opportunity to work hard for 
what I have been given, and I 
can’t wait until I can pay that 
kindness forward one day.”

“



The legacy of Dr. Steven Reyer will impact 
MSOE students for generations  
to come. Today’s students are already benefitting from 
a $600,000 estate gift from Reyer and his wife Linda. Their 
gift established the Steve and Linda Reyer Endowed Fund, 
which will enhance the work of the Electrical Engineering 
and Computer Science Department and provide meaningful 
experiences to students.

“This endowment is very important, as it allows our 
students to showcase their talent at national competitions 
and conferences, and gain recognition for their 
achievements while also helping reinforce the reputation of 
MSOE,” said Dr. Sheila Ross, EECS chair.  

For the first time, MSOE was able to send students to the 
2020 North American Championship of the International 
Competitive Programming Competition (ICPC). They were 

successful too—ranking above Florida, Yale, NC State and 
Texas A&M. The annual competition is a global algorithmic 
programming contest for college students around the world. 
Through training and competition, teams of three challenged 
each other to raise the bar of excellence in inventing 
trustworthy software systems that solve a range of complex, 
real-world problems.  

It’s amazing to think a small university like MSOE was 
competing against some of the top computer science 
schools in North America,” said EECS Instructor James 
Lembke, who accompanied the teams to Atlanta. 
“Without this gift we wouldn’t have had any financial 
means to send the students to the competition.

“Steve and I taught together for years, and I know how 
dedicated he was to providing mentoring opportunities 
for our students,” said Dr. Steve Williams, vice president of 
campus infrastructure and former EECS chair at MSOE.  

Support for the future of EECS and its students will help the 
department grow undergraduate research, which is critical to 
achieving goals within the university’s strategic plan. “Course-
based undergraduate research experiences (CUREs) vastly 
improve student engagement and retention rates by helping 
reduce achievement gaps, especially for students from 
historically excluded groups,” said Dr. RJ Nowling, assistant 
professor. “Funding for CUREs helps us develop a nationally 
recognized undergraduate research program and helps us 
recruit and retain a diverse and inclusive student body.”

“

”

IMPACT IS ... 

ESTABLISHING A 

LEGACY



Financials of Fiscal Year 2020–21

$22,046,133.60 
       Total amount raised (cash gifts)

Breakdown of 
Amount Raised 
by Type

Endowments
$1,520,156.22

Capital Projects 
$15,792,603.74

Annual Restricted
$1,039,787.00

Annual Scholarships
$1,044,841.38

Fund for MSOE
$942,017.15

Student Services,  Life 
and Organizations

$290,049.90

Grohmann Museum
and WMSE
$222,165.00

Athletics
$158,075.55

Academics
$127,437.66 

CREATE Institute
$550,000.00

unique MSOE 
students received 
scholarships581 

$1,507,101 
in Endowed Scholarships from 

121 different funds 
were awarded to 

275 students 
 from 

15 states 
and 

17 different 
majors



= $2,075,0005
Number of new 
estate gift 
commitments

2,263
Number donors from FY21

284
Friends

1,406

Alumni

216 
Corporations 
and  
Foundations

186 Parents171 Faculty 
and Staff

6  
new named
scholarships
were created
this fiscal year

Total amount of new 
documented commitments

$1,873,595 
in Annual Scholarships from 

60 different funds 
were awarded to 

369 students 
 from 

23 states 
and 

17 different 
majors

Total amount of documented new planned gift commitments

$4,819,000



IMPACT IS ... 

POWERING 
FUTURE 
STEM 
CAREERS



POWERING 
FUTURE 
STEM 
CAREERS

The most visible impact of We Energies’ 
philanthropy on MSOE’s campus sits right at 
the intersection of two of the busiest roads  
in downtown Milwaukee.

The We Energies STEM Center at MSOE, located at the 
corner of Water Street and Broadway underneath Viets Field, 
symbolizes a true partnership between the university and 
private business to inspire more young people from diverse 
backgrounds to choose a career in science, technology, 
engineering and math.

The STEM Center was completed entirely through private 
philanthropy, including a generous lead gift from We 
Energies. Other major partners include Rockwell Automation, 
American Family Insurance and Northwestern Mutual. 
Milwaukee Tool outfitted the space with tools,  
and the center was also supported by local philanthropists 
Scott and Linda Haag.  

Science, technology, engineering and math 
are the driving forces behind the ever-
evolving energy industry. This is why it is so 
critical that we foster an interest in these 
areas among students—and why we’re 
proud to partner with Milwaukee School 
of Engineering on the We Energies STEM 
Center at MSOE,” said Kevin Fletcher, MSOE 
Regent and president and CEO of WEC 
Energy Group, the parent company of We 
Energies. “The center provides hands-on 
learning opportunities right here in southeast 
Wisconsin and will be instrumental in 
engaging and growing future leaders who  
will shape not only the energy industry, but 
also our world. 

“
”



1,800+
K–12 students  
served since  
Sept. 2020



Since opening in September of 2020, the 10,000-square-foot 
facility has served more than 1,800 students through virtual 
and modified in-person programs. 

“The We Energies STEM Center was a game changer—
we would not have been able to operate any in-person 
programs without it last year. Additionally, it has given us 
the opportunity to support community partners—such as 
STEM to Stern, Boys and Girls Clubs, FIRST Robotics, Girl 
Scouts, Boy Scouts and so many others—by providing a safe 
space for programming when so many other facilities were 
inaccessible during the pandemic,” said Liz Taylor, director of 
STEM at MSOE. 

The STEM Center represents just the latest investment 
in MSOE from WEC Energy Group. The organization also 

recently contributed to the renovation of Hermann Viets 
Tower and has created opportunities for dozens of deserving 
students through scholarships for more than 30 years. 

Sophia Diaz ’21 was a recipient of the We Energies 
Scholarship. She is grateful to the company for providing 
critical funding and helping her achieve her mechanical 
engineering degree. “Getting the We Energies Scholarship 
was a true blessing for my family and me. Without it I would 
not have been able to afford a higher education. I cannot 
thank them enough for helping me achieve my dream of 
becoming an engineer.”



“

IMPACT IS ... 

MAKING IT COUNT
MSOE prepared Stephanie Johnson ’00 
for a great career and connected her to classmates who have 
become lifelong friends. These are two of the biggest reasons 
why she has stayed connected to MSOE and believes it is 
important to give back, which she has been doing since 2004.

“I’m reminded often of how much MSOE gave me, so I want to 
ensure I’m helping other students receive the same amazing 
experience I did.”

The industrial engineering major says her involvement with 
the women’s volleyball and basketball teams helped her learn 
about teamwork and build friendships. 

“I have so many memories of spending time with teammates 
and studying while we were traveling to a game. I’m so lucky 
to have them in my life,” she said. “Giving to the Fund for 
MSOE and women’s basketball allows me to invest in my 
passion while also making it possible for other student-
athletes to create and enhance their own MSOE experiences.”

Of all her transformative moments at MSOE, meeting the 
John Deere team sticks out the most.

“I still remember the day the rep from John Deere came to 
campus and interviewed me. I knew the minute I talked with 
their team I wanted to work there.”

Johnson graduated from MSOE and started working as a 
manufacturing engineer for John Deere in 2000. Since then 
she has worked in multiple roles for the company that have 
taken her across the country and the globe. “I have lived in 
many places for John Deere, including Wisconsin, Kansas, 
Tennessee and as far away as Singapore.”

After attending graduate school, Johnson’s role at the 
company evolved further and today she works as director of 
B2C marketing at John Deere’s Cary, North Carolina office.

Even though she lives over 900 miles from Wisconsin, 
Johnson has made it a priority to stay connected to MSOE. 
When she visits Milwaukee, she enjoys catching up with 
friends, attending an alumni event, or going to a basketball 
game at the Kern Center.

Stephanie’s support of women’s basketball 
has helped us alleviate travel costs and invest 
in equipment and resources to continue to 
improve our program and the student-athlete 
experience at MSOE,” said Brian Miller, athletic 
director and head men’s basketball coach.” 
“I am so lucky for all the experiences and places I have  
been, and it’s all because of MSOE. I am glad I can help  
pay it forward.”
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