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Every MSOE student’s story is different, but the financial gap in paying for their college 
education is a reality many of them face.  

Support from annual scholarships helps bridge that gap and opens the door for talented 
students who might otherwise not have the opportunity to pursue their academic 
aspirations. By providing this critical funding, you are investing in their futures and 
empowering generations of engineers, nurses and business entrepreneurs with the 
confidence that they too can succeed. 

The financial commitment of organizations, foundations and individuals is life-changing 
and directly impacts hundreds of MSOE students each year. These scholarship recipients 
have more time to focus on their studies, gain real-world experience through internships, 
and most importantly are instilled with the importance of private philanthropy.

This past year, we are proud of the $3.3 million in financial support we were able to 
provide to nearly 600 students on this campus. Thank you for your continued support 
of MSOE and for helping pave the way for these students to reach their fullest potential.

Sincerely,

Jeff Snow 
Vice President of University Advancement
Milwaukee School of Engineering
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INSPIRING  
A LIFETIME OF GIVING 



“I attended MSOE during a period of transition. We had  
a short, six-week summer term in 1966. We could take two 
courses in preparation for a change to the school calendar 
that fall. I remember what a thrill it was for several of us to 
fly to Boston prior to graduation to visit Digital Equipment 
Corporation for a tour and job interviews.”

After graduation Holmes began working as an industrial 
field service representative at GE. At that time, he started 
out with small donations to MSOE and as his career grew, 
so did his donations. As a bonus the company matched his 
contributions. “GE’s charitable match program was a good 
incentive for me to give,” said Holmes.

In 2007 he established the Michael J. Holmes Annual 
Scholarship Fund. It provides annual scholarship support 
for five sophomore, junior or senior electrical engineering 
students toward their tuition costs. In addition, those 
same students also receive funding from an additional 
endowment scholarship Holmes set up in 2010. “I felt that 
if the students showed they could handle freshman year  
at MSOE, then they have proved themselves and deserved 
a little extra help,” said Holmes. 

One of Holmes’ scholarship recipients, senior Phillip 
Kieselhorst, is especially grateful for the assistance. As 
the eldest of eight children in his family, the Watertown, 
Wisconsin native may not have attended MSOE without 
scholarship support. 

“I had very little help when it came to college,” said 
Kieselhorst. “This scholarship has made a huge impact on 
my life by giving me the opportunity to go to an amazing 
school and learn about engineering, and I love engineering.” 

As an honors student, Kieselhorst has certainly made the 
most of this opportunity throughout his college career. 
 “A huge highlight for me was getting to design my own 
robot sophomore year. I also play rugby for MSOE and 
have made so many lifelong friends.” 

Kieselhorst has big dreams for his future. “I want to get my 
MBA and am currently working on starting my own business 
and designing a new system that utilizes a solar panel.”

This past summer he also worked as an intern at HUSCO 
International in Waukesha, Wisconsin and already has 
an offer from the company to work as a control engineer 
when he graduates in spring 2022. 

None of which would have been possible without Holmes’ gift. 

“It makes me proud to know that the money is helping 
support so many bright futures,” said Holmes.

And little does Holmes realize that his generous 
philanthropy has also inspired future generations. 

“Thank you, Mr. Holmes, for the opportunity to learn at 
MSOE. Hopefully someday I can do the same for another 
student,” said Kieselhorst. 

INSPIRING  
A LIFETIME OF GIVING 

“I attended MSOE on a scholarship, and I  
am thankful that I now have the opportunity 
to give back to my alma mater and help 
students who may need it.” Alumnus Michael 
Holmes ’67 has nothing but fond memories 
about his time at MSOE and the opportunities  
the university provided him before starting his 
career at General Electric. 
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Legos, tools, old car motors—you name 
it—there was always something around 
Peter Holtzen’s 150-year-old family home in 
Delafield, Wisconsin that he wanted to learn 
more about. “I grew up in what most would 
call a ‘do-it-yourself’ family environment,” 
he said. “I could always find something that 
needed to be fixed up. I enjoy figuring out 
how things work and, more importantly,  
how I can make them better.”

When Holtzen realized an engineering 
career would allow him to build and repair 
things for a living, he was hooked. After 
attending one semester at the University 
of Nebraska, he transferred to MSOE 
because of the university’s ties to great 
manufacturing firms, career placement 
rate and hands-on learning opportunities. 

Holtzen is a recipient of MSOE scholarships, 
including the Gerald C. Ruehlow ’66, ’69 
Scholarship and the Raymond G. and 
Louella Brown Scholarship. He says this 
critical financial support has allowed him to 
excel in his classes and further pursue his 
passion for robotics. 

The mechanical engineering junior has 
made the Dean’s List with High Honors,  

is an intern at Generac Power Systems, 
and serves as a research assistant for  
Dr. Brian Slaboch, an assistant professor  
in the Mechanical Engineering Department.

Both Holtzen and Slaboch recently 
were recognized for their work on a 
reconfigurable mechanism that allows 
for expanded motion of robots with 
fewer to the same number of motors. 
They presented their ideas at IDETC-CIE 
2021, an international design engineering 
technical conference. 

“Working with Dr. Slaboch has been such 
a wonderful experience. I am proud I was 
able to work on this project and receive 
recognition from industry peers.”

Holtzen is already excited for what 
the future may hold. “I hope whatever 
engineering job I end up serving, I can 
improve the lives of others and increase 
efficiency and environmental preservation 
through technology.” 

Most importantly, he knows that dream 
would not have been possible without  
the generous support of MSOE alumni  
and donors.

THE POWER TO 
PURSUE A PASSION

“Providing 
scholarships to 
deserving students 
eases their financial 
burden and gives 
graduates more 
freedom to seek 
careers that are 
meaningful and 
difference making. 
I’m proud to  
be part of the  
rich MSOE tradition 
of supporting 
students.”
 – KATHY RUEHLOW ’72



2516-20

Milwaukee School of Engineering
Office of University Advancement
(414) 277-7148
development@msoe.edu


