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Change of Status from H-4 to F-1 
 
If you are currently in H-4 dependent status and plan to study at MSOE, you may be eligible to change your 
immigration status to F-1 student status. Changing your status to F-1 allows you to study as an F-1 student and 
may provide access to F-1 benefits, such as Curricular Practical Training (CPT) and Optional Practical Training 
(OPT), if you meet all eligibility requirements. 

 
Eligibility to Change Status 
 
You may request a change of status from H-4 to F-1 if you: 

• Have been admitted to an MSOE program or are a current student at MSOE 
• Currently maintain valid H-4 status 
• Have the financial documentation required to receive an F-1 Form I-20 
• Plan to maintain F-1 requirements after your change of status is approved 

 
Steps to Request a Change of Status  
 

1. Submit a Create I-20 (new students only) Request in Terra Dotta 

2. Receive your F-1 Form I-20 in Terra Dotta  
3. Complete and Submit your Change of Status application to USCIS 

 
USCIS makes the final decision on all change of status applications. It may be helpful to work with an 
immigration attorney during this process. 

While Your Application is Pending  
 

• You must continue maintaining your H-4 status 
• It is recommended that you maintain a full-time course load  
• You should meet with a DSO before making changes to your enrollment, travel plans, or employment 

plans 
• Submit a Deferral Request in Terra Dotta for each semester your application is still pending 

 
Processing times vary from 6-14 months; check the USCIS website for case processing times.  

 
After Your F-1 Status is Approved  
 
Once USCIS approves your change of status, you will be sent an I-797A Notice of Action. Then, you should 
immediately:  
 

1. Complete Change of Status Request in Terra Dotta 
2. Submit necessary documentation to the registrar’s office 
3. Attend F-1 Student Orientation or meet with a DSO to review F-1 requirements 
4. A DSO registers you in SEVIS and F-1 benefits begin  

https://www.uscis.gov/i-539
https://msoe.s3.amazonaws.com/files/resources/maintain-a-full-time-course-load.pdf
https://egov.uscis.gov/processing-times?__cf_chl_f_tk=my6mLEdvZiUkLaBUcYor9zZp.SUfwOUDA2I4OTSBnlo-1783445865-1.0.1.1-s3yMOWs.d3dlL2If2_b6xOzOBwxWuXu5E1UnCgiJ4Q8

