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SCHOLARSHIPS 101: HOW TO WIN
AT THIS FREE MONEY GAME

Because you didn’t get
a Hogwarts letter or
you wouldn’t be here

WHAT ARE SCHOLARSHIPS?
FREE MONEY; gift aid that doesn’t have to be paid back
Applied directly to educational costs to help pay for college
The best way to pay for college
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WHO CAN GET A SCHOLARSHIP?
YOU!
There are scholarships available for every kind of student: find
what makes you unique
Last year $800,000 in private scholarships brought in by MSOE
students!

WHAT ARE SCHOLARSHIPS
BASED ON?

Qualities, Achievements, &
Interests
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QUALITIES VS. ACHIEVEMENTS
Qualities

Achievements

Income level/financial need

Academic merit

Race or ethnicity

Athletics

Religion

Musical ability

Major

Leadership

Where you live

Participant in an organization

Military status
First Generation student
Gender

Essay writing
Other achievements

Non-traditional students

INTERESTS
If you have an interest, hobby, or passion, there’s a scholarship for it.
Community service & volunteering is most common, but scholarships
can get as esoteric as:
Patrick Kerr Skateboard Scholarship
National Marbles Tournament Scholarship
Klingon Language Institute Scholarship
Vegetarian Resource Group Scholarship
Create a Greeting Card Scholarship
John Lennon Scholarship
Junior Duck Stamp Program

Yes, these are all real scholarships!
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PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER
Most scholarships are based on a combination of your qualities,
achievements, and interests. For example, the Barry M. Goldwater
Scholarship is open to students who:

Are current sophomores or juniors  quality
Have a 3.o GPA  achievement
Plan to pursue a career in research  interest

DON’T BELIEVE THE RUMORS!
As noted, most scholarships set criteria based on a combination
of qualities, achievements, and interests. However, some might be
only looking for one of the three. Therefore, don’t fall prey to
these common misconceptions:

I have to be a perfect student to get a scholarship!
Scholarships are only for people with financial need!
There aren’t any scholarships I qualify for!
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WHY SHOULD I APPLY?

The Benefits to
Scholarships

TIME IS MONEY
Scholarships are worth your time:

Win one $500 scholarship, spend 5 hours applying
= $100 per hour!

Win one $10,000 scholarship, spend 10 hours applying
= $1,000 per hour!

The first ones are the hardest:

Once you have your resume and several versions of essays
written, scholarships will take less time.
Fill out a generic version of the Scholarship Report form to
have on hand and easily change for unique scholarships
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HELP YOURSELF AVOID DEBT
$10,000 Scholarship

$10,000 Student
Loan

$10,000 Credit Card
Debt

Interest Rate

0%

6.8%

19%

Interest Accrued
over four years

$0

$2,720

$7,600

Total repaid over
ten years

$0

$12,720

$17,600

TAKE YOUR CHANCE ON A SCHOLARSHIP
Student loan debt is a reality for most college students today;
however we want you to have as little debt as possible!
Scholarships are a great way to reduce loan debt, with MUCH
better odds than some other methods!
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WHERE DO I FIND
SCHOLARSHIPS?

Financial Aid Office, Local
Searches, Online Searches

FINANCIAL AID OFFICE
Follow our Community Page for:
MSOE Money Monday blog
Available Scholarships list
MSOE Corporate Scholarships
Only for MSOE students. Often,
they are additional money and offer
a paid summer internship

Private Scholarships
Relevant to MSOE students, but
open to all students, some including
high school students
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LOCAL SEARCHES
When it comes to scholarships, think local! The more local and
specific a scholarship is, the less people qualify, and the greater
your chances are of winning. Look into:

Your or your parent/guardian’s place of employment
Local businesses
Professional or Academic societies
Churches
Civic groups

ONLINE SEARCHES
Online searches let you make a profile and match you with
scholarships you qualify for. The more completely you fill out the
profile, the better quality your matches will be!

Collegegreenlight.com
Fastweb.com
Scholarships.com
Collegeboard.com
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AVOID SCAMS
Scholarships are FREE MONEY; thus, they are FREE to apply
for. Any entity that charges you money, “guarantees” a
scholarship, or asks for strange personal information like a
bank account number is probably a scam. Feel free to
check with us if you aren’t sure.

PUTTING YOUR BEST FOOT
FORWARD

How to construct a strong
application and make
yourself stand out
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APPLICATION COMPONENTS
Scholarship applications consist of some or all of the following:

Basic application
Resume
Personal statement/assessment
Essay(s)
Letter(s) of recommendation
Interview
Other supporting documents

BASIC APPLICATION
This is your basic fill-in form that gets your personal information and
sometimes more. Be sure to:

Fill in/answer all of the questions
Use a professional email address
Be sure your callback number has a professional voicemail
Use proper spelling and grammar
List your achievements & things you are involved in; if
there is no space for this, include your resume
Send the right application to the right place by the
deadline
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RESUME
Even if a scholarship doesn’t ask for a resume, it is useful to have one
up to date to help you easily fill out scholarship application forms.
Resumes should:

Highlight your academic & extracurricular achievements
Use professionalism, proper spelling, & proper grammar
Be limited to one page
Highlight work, internship, and relevant volunteer
experiences

If you want help writing your resume, or for
someone to just look it over, contact Career
Services!

PERSONAL STATEMENT/ESSAY
Personal statements often just ask you to “write about
yourself,” or “tell us about yourself.” Often, they leave
students confused about what to write because they
are so open ended.
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PERSONAL STATEMENT/ASSESSMENT
If the prompt is very general be sure to touch on:

Why you chose your major and how it fits into
your career plans
Activities, organizations, and community service
you are involved in. Highlight leadership positions
Why should you receive this scholarship? Talk
about plans to give back
Anything unique about you that makes you a
stronger applicant; they will only know if you tell
them!

ESSAY SPECIFICS
Some scholarships will ask you to answer
a specific essay prompt. Be sure to:

Actually answer the question in full
Choose a unique answer
Tell the truth!
Demonstrate good employee traits
 This is your chance to demonstrate
success!

If you want help with an essay or for
someone to look it over, contact the
Wellness Center!
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LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION
Choose the right people: someone who knows you well and will
speak positively about you
Give them adequate time: at least two weeks
Provide them with the right information: resume and any
pertinent essays
Follow the instructions: make sure they know where and how to
submit
Follow up with a thank you note and keep them informed of
the outcome

INTERVIEWS

Calm your nerves before the
interview. See Career
Services to go through a
mock interview!

Research the company/organization
Prepare responses for anticipated questions and practice
STAR Method Situation/task, action, result

Prepare questions to ask the interviewer
Dress appropriately
Follow up with a thank you note
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OTHER SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
Scholarships may ask you to submit other documents such as:

A transcript
A copy of your financial aid award letter
A copy of your class schedule
Be sure to submit these documents on time and in the manner
the scholarship wants.

FINDING SCHOLARSHIP
ASSISTANCE ON CAMPUS

Where to go for help for
all parts of your
Application
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FINANCIAL AID OFFICE
Finding scholarships on the MSOE website and Money Monday
blog
Notice of MSOE-specific scholarships, often tied to an internship
Essay help for certain scholarships
Matching you up with scholarships you qualify for

CAREER SERVICES
Resume help
Filling out the application
Career Fair strategies
Interview tips and mock
interview practice
Resources such as Handshake,
PDT, and more
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DEVELOPMENT
Exploring opportunities for new MSOE scholarship
partners
Writing thank you notes
Keeping in contact with your
donor
Networking opportunities

WELLNESS CENTER

ADVISING SERVICES · COUNSELING · STUDENT ACCESSIBILITY SERVICES
HOW CAN WE HELP?
• EXPLORE

• Identify your niche – and connect to scholarship opportunities

• REVIEW

• Personal statement or essays
• Academic Goals related to scholarships

• SEARCH

• Scholarships and/or internships

• PREPARE

• Support and advice for essays and interviews
• Strategies to improve time management – and find balance!

•Use Spring Break & Summer – we are here to help!
wellness@msoe.edu
414-277-7590
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RAIDER CENTER FOR ACADEMIC SUCCESS
(RCAS)
How we can help….
Writing and editing your personal statement or essays
 Writing Drop in Hours: 12-2 MTWRF
 Submit essays online to be proofread
https://www.msoe.edu/campus-experience/student-supportservices/rcas-tutoring/writing-assistance-request-form/
Help improve your GPA
 Individual and Group Tutoring
 Interactive Study Spaces
 Sign up at www.RCAStutoring.com
 88% of students who attend tutoring more than 5 times pass their
classes
Become an RCAS Tutor! Looks great on a resume

Nicole (Nikky) Weise

Private and MSOE Scholarship Recipient, Sophomore ME
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Nikky’s Scholarship

FINAL TIPS FOR SUCCESS

It is up to YOU!
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TAKE NOTE
APPLY!
Ask for help if you need it anywhere along the way
Meet deadlines
Keep copies of everything
Remember, someone giving you a scholarship is
someone investing in you. Through your application
and interview, it’s up to you to prove to them why you
are worthy of that investment.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Financial Aid

• Steve Midthun- midthun@msoe.edu; 414-277-7224
• Rezonn Dahlin-Klein- dahlin-klein@msoe.edu; 414-277-7511

Career Services

• Jennifer Abing- abing@msoe.edu; 414-277-7119

Development

• Kaye Leszczynski- leszczynski@msoe.edu; 414-277-7163
• Dan Polaski- polaski@msoe.edu; 414-277-7110

Wellness Center (Advising, Counseling, Health, and Student
Accessibility Services)
• Wellness@msoe.edu; 414-277-7590

Raider Center for Academic Success (RCAS)
• RCAStutoring@msoe.edu; 414-277-7265
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QUESTIONS?

Now is the perfect time to
ask!

RAFFLE!
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